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Since this is my last President’s message, I want to pay tribute to the 2008-2009 Board of 
Directors.  If it were not for them, I would have had a hard time muddling my way through 
this past year. 
 

Martye Slayton, Vice President, has been my backbone.  I could call her and ask her to do 
something and before I knew it she would have the task accomplished.  My only complaint 
about Martye is she has turned the table and has started asking me to take on tasks.  I thought 
this would be my year to sit back and enjoy not having that much to do.  But I do not think 
so! 
 

Lisa Forest, Treasurer, has done an excellent job keeping our finances straight.  She keeps up 
with our general account, savings account, BCDP account, Golf account and then we opened 
the Fellows account.  That is five different accounts to keep track of and believe me it is not 
an easy job.  Plus she pays the bills and makes sure all the proper forms meet the Corporate 
Office deadlines. 
 

Mary Filipiak, Secretary, accepted her job when I knew she had other obligations that were 
taking up lots of her time.  Even under pressure she did a great job taking the minutes and 
getting to board meetings.  
 

Barbara Taylor, Sergeant-At-Arms, did a great job keeping the board informed each month 
on the attendance and letting us know when we had quorums.  Her messages to us were 
always cheerful and up-beat and I look forward to seeing what the EWIConnect will look 
like next year under her direction. 
 

Jackie Hicks, Program Director, lifted the bar in securing meeting venues for us this year. 
There is not enough room to mention all the new places she located for us this year; however, 
the Orpheum had to be the highlight of the year.  She and Terry made sure that we always 
had decorations on the tables. 
 

Judy Thompson, Ways & Means Director, did a fantastic job getting door prizes and setting 
up for the Silent Auction.  The chapter was able to make over $3,400.00.  Judy also had the  
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tedious job of securing door prizes for our chapter meetings each month. And, guess what? It 
is time to purchase your supply of nuts for the holiday season, so send in your order to Judy 
before the deadline. 
 

Paige Perkins, Membership Director, has hustled and is working right up until the last minute 
to bring in new member firms.  We have to remember that membership is not the sole 
responsibility of the Membership Director—we all have to do our part to bring new firms 
into the Chapter.  Right now is a great time to invite potential new members, as they can get 
15 months for 12 months. 
 

Annetta Vick, Publications Director, has kept our monthly EWIConnect interesting and 
informative.  She has a tough job with meeting deadlines and keeps on top of us to make sure 
we get our articles in on time, and I expect an email from her any minute. 
 

Henri Vaskin, BCDP Director, has done wonders this year.  She put together a great 
Scholarship dinner, one of the most informative we have ever had.  She suggested we adopt 
the Andrews family, set up the Andrews family fund, and the chapter presented them with a 
check for over $1,800.00.  We took snacks to the Wings Foundation at West Clinic and 
donated toys to Toys for Tots, just to mention a few wonderful endeavors. 
 

Carol Whitfield, Board Advisor, did a lot behind the scenes for me.  Did you know that she 
created the programs each month for the meetings? She helped me in writing letters, checked 
my agendas and most of all kept me in line.  Thanks Carol! 
 

Martha Pallesen, Parliamentary Advisor, kept us educated on Robert’s Rule of Order. She 
really shed light on some complicated matters.  She also checked my agendas and was 
always there with helpful suggestions. 
 

I cannot forget the Committee Chairs that stepped up to take leadership rolls this year, 
Martha Vanzant, historian; Lisa Forrest, Sharing and Caring and Budget; Judy Daniel, our 
Chaplain; Linda Christian, Hospitality; Carol Whitfield, nominating; and Peachie Bailey, 
Golf Chair. 
 

I thank all of you for being a part of this organization and making this year a successful one.  
Now it is time to turn the gavel over to Martye and her board.  Please be as generous with her 
as you have been with me. 

 
 

EWI MISSION AND VISION 
 

MISSION 
Executive Women International is an organization which brings together key individuals  

from diverse businesses for the purpose of: �  Promoting member firms �  Enhancing personal  
and professional development, and �  Encouraging community involvement 

VISION 
To be the Leading Connection for Business Professionals 
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Reports submitted by Peachie Bailey 
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Anna Hough 
Captivating Interiors 
755-1501 
anna@houghfamily.com 
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Martye Slayton 
Kemmons Wilson Companies 
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Mary Filipiak 
Mid-American Specialties 
786-6160 
maryf@midamericanspecialties.com 
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Lisa Forrest 
Ernst & Young, LLP 
528-7545 
lisa.forrest@ey.com 
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Barbara Taylor 
FedEx Express 
434-4444 
bftaylor@fedex.com 
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Jackie Hicks 
Hicks Convention Services 
& Special Events   272-1171 
mrsjackiehicks@aol.com 
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Judy Thompson 
Rock Island Corporation 
529-5700 
jthompson@orgill.com 
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Paige Perkins 
Memphis Grizzlies 
205-1471 
pperkins@grizzlies.com 
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Annetta Vick 
Comerica Bank & Trust 
759-2224 
alvick@comerica.com 
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Henri Vaskin 
Deloitte Services LP 
322-6777 
hvaskin@deloitte.com 
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Carol Whitfield 
FedEx Corporation 
818-7243 
carol.whitfield@fedex.com 

 

 
��
��������
#������

��
��������
#������

��
��������
#������

��
��������
#������

� ���
Martha Pallesen 
Pallesen Consulting Services, LLC 
362-3017 
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