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On this gloomy Sunday morning in April, I decided to get a head start on the President’s 
message for June since I was late turning it in for May, and I found the internet so resourceful.  
There is a lot going on in June.  We have all kinds of days for celebration. 
 
June is known for the Dairy Month, National Adopt-a-Cat Month, National Iced Tea Month, 
National Rose Month, and Potty Training Awareness Month just to name a few. 
 
Here are some of the days we can celebrate in June.  June 1st is Donut Day.  I like this one.  June 
3rd is Egg day, June 4th is Cheese Day.  June 5th is National Gingerbread Day. June 6th is National 
Applesauce Cake Day or National Yo-Yo-Day.  Let’s not forget to celebrate Donald Duck’s 
Birthday on June 9th. On June 13th, Miriam Leffler will love to celebrate this day because it is 
known as Weed Your Garden Day.  I know Peggy Quinn along with most of you will like this 
one June 16th is National Fudge Day.  Then on June 17th we can celebrate Eat Your Vegetables 
Day.  We can really stay healthy doing it this way.  I will claim June 16th as my day since it is Ice 
Cream Soda Day.  Oh--how I dream of the last night in San Francisco when several of us sat in 
Griadellie’s feasting on ice cream chocolate Sundays. My favorite day of the year is June 21st.  
This is the first day of summer and the longest day of the year.   
 
As EWI representatives, we must not forget the two most important days of this month. 
June 15th is our Board Meeting and June 18th is our Chapter meeting at the Holiday Inn on The 
University of Memphis campus on Central Avenue. Dr. Richard Webby of St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital will be our guest speaker.  His subject will be the H1N1 (Swine Flue) virus.  I 
hope all of you will plan to be there so you can be more informed on this dreaded virus.   
 
Just a reminder, that the Silent Auction/Executives Night has been changed to August 13th (this 
is the second Thursday of the Month) and will be at the Orpheum Theater on the stage.  There is 
still time to get your door prizes to Judy Thompson. 
 
Of course, we must not forget the Golf Tournament that will be held on October 10th this year.  
There are monthly meetings to coordinate the tournament, and I know Peachie would love to  
have you in attendance.  This is a fun day and a great way to get to know your fellow 
representatives.   
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Here it is May 29th and the dead line is past for submitting this message.  I cannot believe I was 
late once again.  Where did the month of May go!  Have fun and keep safe this summer. 
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HAVE YOU CHECKED OUT THE WEB CALENDAR? 

Before scheduling a meeting, check the calendar on the home page (scroll down mid-
way) to be certain that your date is clear of other events.  Once your meeting is set, email 
Martye 
Slayton (mslayton@kwilson.com) the date, time, location, and Committee name so that it 
can be added to the calendar.  We hope you will refer to this useful tool often. 

 

     
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY  
                           

 JUNE 
  4 Judy Thompson 
6 Angel Halpern 
 6 Janice Toshach 

        7 Annetta Vick 
                  10 Sherry Fields 

27 Pamela Munsey 
 

JULY 
6 Judy Daniel 

     13 Cindy Lynch 
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ALSAC-St. Jude Children’s Hospital 
AT&T 
BancorpSouth 
Business Equipment Center 
Captivating Interiors 
Cargill, Inc. 
Christenson Sash & Door, LLC 
Comerica Bank & Trust, NA 
Corps Group 
Crews Investment Properties 
Deloitte Services LP 
Eagle Network 
Ernst & Young LLP 
FedEx Corporation 
FedEx Express 
FedEx Worldwide Services 
First Assembly Christian School 
Hampton Inn & Suites at Beale Street 
HealthyLifestyle Consultants 
Hicks Convention Services 
INSOUTH Bank 
Interactive Solutions, Inc. 
Kemmons Wilson Companies 
 

 
Living Health Day Spa 
Mednikow Jewelers 
Medtronic, Inc. 
Memorial Park, Inc. 
Memphis Cook Convention Center 
Memphis Grizzlies 
Mid-American Specialties 
NOI Memphis 
NSA, the Maker of JuicePlus+ 
Pallesen Consulting Services, LLC 
Regions Bank 
Rhodes College 
Rock Island Corporation 
Schering-Plough HCP 
Smith & Nephew, Inc. 
Sparks Corp 
The Peabody Hotel 
The University of Memphis 
U.S. Baton Twirlers Alumni Assn. 
Wilson Conf. Center Group, LLC 
 

 
2009 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
 

JUNE EVENTS 
 
Monday, June 15th 
Board Meeting  
Hosted by Martha Pallesen 
Kemmons Wilson Companies 
6:00 p.m. 
 
Thursday, June 18th 
Chapter Meeting 
Holiday Inn – University of 
Memphis 
330 Innovation Drive 
5:30 p.m. Networking 
6:00 p.m. Dinner 
 

JULY EVENTS 
 

Thursday, July 9, 2009 
Board Meeting 
Hosted by Jackie Hicks 
Location TBA 
6:00 p.m. 
 
Thursday, July 16, 2009 
Chapter Meeting 
 
5:30 p.m. Networking 
6:00 p.m. Dinner 
 
 
 
CONFERENCES/ 
ANNUAL MEETINGS  
 
2009 LCAM 
September 24-26 
Louisville, KY 
 
 
 

EXECUTIVE WOMEN INTERNATIONAL 
 

Our Principles 

To bring together key individuals from member firms of Executive Women 
International to: 

·  Achieve world-class status as an organization through applied standards of 
excellence. 

·  Forge and cultivate mutual business and professional goals through personal 
association and interchange. 

·  Afford the opportunities and structure for leadership and professional 
development. 

·  Provide community involvement through scholarship programs for high 
school students and adults in transition, literacy programs for grade school 
students and life-long learning opportunities for its representatives. 

·  Use the diversity in our organization to encourage flexibility and 
adaptability in our members. 

 



 

4 

June  2009 | Vol. 53, No. 6 ewiconnect.com  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

	
��
�������������	
��
�������������	
��
�������������	
��
�������������� ���

�
����
������ �� �
������
��� ����

�
����������
����� �

�
���
���

�������
����� � ����
����  ��� ����

�
�!���
��
��� � 	"������!��
#�

$
�!��������� � �
�����	������

���
�%
����� � �
����"������

�� ���������� ���������� ���������� ��������  

&�������'�����  
**************** 

 
 

EWI MISSION AND VISION 
MISSION 

Executive Women International is an organization which brings together key individuals  
from diverse businesses for the purpose of: �  Promoting member firms �  Enhancing personal  

and professional development, and �  Encouraging community involvement 

VISION 
To be the Leading Connection for Business Professionals 

 

�
JUNE CHAPTER MEETING 

  
THURSDAY, JUNE 18, 2009 

HOLIDAY INN – UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS 
330 INNOVATION DRIVE (Faces Central Ave.) 

NETWORKING:  5:30 PM 
DINNER:  6:00 PM 

  
SPEAKER:   

 
 

RSVP by Noon, Monday, June 15, to Barbara Taylor at (901) 434-4444, or via email: 
bftaylor@fedex.com.  If you are bringing a guest, please provide Barbara with their name.  

If a representative has accepted a Chapter meeting invitation, she must notify the  
Sergeant-at-Arms at least 72 hours in advance of the meeting she will not attend.   

The representative is billed the regular monthly fee if she does not notify  
the Sergeant-at-Arms in the allowed time of 72 hours prior to the meeting.  
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In preparation for this special event, please be thinking about auction items that you can donate.   

Minimum Retail Value of each item $30 – Maximum Retail Value $300,000 

If you have not already contributed your auction item, here are a few suggestions: 

Restaurant Gift Cards �  Pamper Packages �  Gift Baskets �  Artwork �  Jewelry �  Vacation Trips �  Tools �  
Crystal �  Craft Store Gift Cards �  Sporting Goods �  Housekeeping Services �  Car Maintenance �  Dinner &  

A Movie Package �  Starbucks Package �  Super Suppers �  Landscape Services �  Unique Gifts  
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ROBERTS RULES OF ORDER NEWLY REVISED (RONR) 

 Martha Pallesen, Parliamentary Advisor 
 

Nominations / Voting / Installation  
 
At the EWI monthly meeting on May 21, 2009, Carol Whitfield, Chairman of the Nominating Committee, 
distributed a Straw Ballot for nominating the 2009-2010 Board of Directors for the Memphis Chapter of 
EWI.  Perhaps you are busy filling it in to return no later than by June 26. 
 
Listed below are some questions, or statements, that you may have heard regarding nominating someone for 
office, voting, and one about the installation ceremony.  Why not answer the questions to see if you think 
they are true or false.  The answers may surprise you. 
 
Nominations: 

1. A member of the Nominating Committee cannot be nominated for office. 
2. An officer must resign his office prior to running for a different office. 
3. A member cannot nominate himself; also, he cannot vote for himself. 
4. A person who is absent cannot be nominated and cannot be elected. 
5. It is proper for the nominees/candidates to be ordered to leave the meeting room when an election 

is about to begin. 
Voting: 

6. A majority is the same as “fifty percent plus one.” (50% + 1) 
7. Abstentions count as ayes, or as noes. 
8. A “vote of no confidence” removes an officer from office. 

 
Installation: 
      9.      An installation ceremony must be held before the newly elected officers may serve. 
 
How did you do?  Incidentally, all the above questions are “false.”   

 

OUR NEWEST REPRESENTATIVE – CAREY LOHRENZ OF THE CORPS GROUP 

          WATCH FOR HER BIO NEXT MONTH.     
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June 14, 2009 is Flag Day 
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Membership News Corner  
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A FEW GOOD WOMEN – TO SERVE ON THE EWI BOARD!!! 

 
The Nominating Committee is now soliciting nominations for the 2009 – 2010 Memphis Chapter Board of 
Directors.  If you have been a representative for at least one year and if you are energetic, enthusiastic and 

committed to the future of our chapter,  
WE WANT YOU!!! 

 
Any questions can be directed to Henri Vaskin, Jane Bratton, Sherry Fields, Kristi Richardson or Carol 

Whitfield.   
 

The 2009 – 2010 Straw Ballot follows in this issue of the EWIConnect! 

 

 

 Form 13 

������������ ��� �  
Straw Ballot for 2009-2010 Board of Directors Page 1 of 1 

 
    Enter your first choice for each position, and if desired, your second choice. Following presentation at the July 
  meeting, nominations may be made to the President in writing by any five (5) representatives up to and including  
  July 31, 2009, at which time the nominations are automatically closed. All nominees must have indicated  
  their willingness to serve, if elected. 
    
   A minimum of three (3) directors, which includes the President-Elect, must have served on the Chapter Board 
   the previous year.   
    
   PLEASE NOTE:  After one year of membership, a Memph is chapter representative in good standing 
   shall be eligible to accept nomination and elect ion as an Executive Officer or Director of the chap ter 
   for not more than five (5) consecutive years, an d shall not hold the same office for more than two 
   (2) consecutive years. 

 

Chapter: MEMPHIS 
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                First Choice       Second Choice (optional) 
 
President       MARTYE SLAYTON 
 
Vice President/President-Elect ____________________________ ____________________________ 
 
Secretary ____________________________ ____________________________ 
 
Treasurer ____________________________ ____________________________ 
 
Sergeant-at-Arms ____________________________ ____________________________ 
 
Membership Director ____________________________ ____________________________ 
 
Program Director ____________________________ ____________________________ 
 
Publication Director ____________________________ ____________________________ 
 
Ways and Means Director ____________________________ ____________________________ 
 
Business/Career/Development 
Program Director ____________________________  ____________________________ 

 
 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU…  

JANIECE SWETS…Where were you born? I was born in Toledo, Ohio, but grew up in a little farming 
community in Southeastern Michigan named, Blissfield.  It is still a thriving little town south of Detroit – 
well worth visiting.   

What did your parents do? My father and mother were hard-working, farm owners.  They owned a dairy 
farm – cows, COWS, everyday a.m. and  p.m. “milkings” –  plus pigs, chickens, & goats and hay and corn, 
etc.  They were actively involved in Farm Bureau and our church.  They were devout Christians, faithful to 
the Lord, each other, to our family and their extended families who also lived in the area.   

 

 

 
 
ROUTING INSTRUCTIONS: Send form to Carol Whitfield, nominating committee chair, no later than 
June 26, 2009. 
 
Email: carol.whitfield@fedex.com                              
FAX: 901/818-7249 
 
 
For a detailed description of each Board position, please refer to the Corporate Procedure Manual, Sec tion II, Chapter 2, 
Chapter Board of Directors on the Corporate website  www.ewiconnect.com  (Members only section). 
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GETTING TO KNOW YOU… (Continued) 

Do you have brothers or sisters? I am the youngest of two – four years younger than my brother, Lee.  Our 
family also included a foster sister who joined our family when she was in high school, because her mother 
had died.   

What is your favorite childhood memory?  Playing dolls – With REAL dolls – our regular litters of kittens 
– or PAPER dolls and all the furniture they needed from the Sears or Penney’s catalog. 

Education?  For grades 1-8, I attended a one-room country school with an outhouse.  Does that date me?  
We had fabulous teachers.  I attended Blissfield Community High School and Graduated from College with a 
BA and double majors in Elementary and Music Education.   

The Home Front?  I am still married to my best friend, Paul W. Swets.  We will celebrate our 44th 
anniversary in June.  We are the grateful parents of a son, Judson.  He and his wife, Lori, live in Bellingham, 
WA and are the parents of our first three “Grands” – Nate, 8; Jack, 5; and Lydia Kate, 2.  We are also the 
grateful parents of our daughter, Jessica.  She and her husband, Ben Roberts, live in Ogden, UT.  They are in 
the process of adopting a baby from Thailand.  They have been matched with a son who will be 1 year old on 
March 30.  Our family is eagerly waiting for news that they can travel to Thailand to bring him home.   

My husband is recently retired after 40 years in ministry – the last 21 of which we served at Second 
Presbyterian Church at Goodlett  and Poplar, here in Memphis. 

Previous jobs?   Teaching, 5th grade and computer science.  Consultant in corporate training –Management  
and Supervisory skills.  Insurance agent and support staff.  Currently working in Internet Business 
Development with Amway Global.  We partner with 1100 companies in online business development – one 
of which offers Corporate Gift Collections – useful for individuals and professionals in the fine art of 
showing appreciation and offering incentives.   

Favorite pastime, hobbies, interests? Piano, Singing, Swimming, Reading, Beading, Fitness, Optimal 
Health. My goal accomplishment in 2008 was to learn to swim–conquering my fear of water.  The second 
accomplishment in the water was to swim a mile.  Since mid-November, I have swam 40 miles.   

Most influential person in your life – other than family – and why? I am a follower of Jesus Christ, who by 
His grace, provides me redemption, forgiveness, purpose, meaning and hope.       

What is your favorite (recent) movie or book? I love the Bible – the best-selling book in all the world.  It has 
been life-changing for me. I study the Bible because it holds the most fulfilled prophecies in recorded 
history, it has the most original and preserved copies of any historic document, and because it’s words give 
me peace, hope, and eternal life.    

 
NANCY JARRATT … Where were you born? Talladega, AL (someone PLEASE tell those race car 
broadcasters the pronunciation is Tal-a-dee-ga not Tal-a-dA-ga). My parents owned the Western Auto store. 
Daddy was called to serve in France for US army for four years. Mother sold the store and off we went to her 
parent’s house in Fayetteville, TN (10 miles SW of Jack Daniels Co.) This was a town of 10,000, a beautiful 
square with the traditional courthouse and “bandstand”. This town is in a valley and to enter, you must come 
off a steep ridge from N, W, E or S. A great place to be a little girl in the 50’s. 

What did your parents do? While my daddy was in France my mother built a “locker plant. People did not 
have freezers to store meats and vegetables. It expanded into a butcher shop also…Being a city slicker from  



 

14 

June  2009 | Vol. 53, No. 6 ewiconnect.com  

GETTING TO KNOW YOU… (Continued) 

Knoxville, Daddy returned and could not stand to look at the cows and pigs. So he opened an insurance 
agency and loved it. 

Do you have brothers or sisters? No…One of those spoiled “only children”. Mother told me the day I was 
born Daddy brought a football for me to the hospital. 

What is your favorite childhood memory?  Sunday dinners!!!! Twelve of us each arrived with a church 
bulletin (to show my grandmother). Think it was our ticket to lunch. We were a mixed religious batch: 
Baptist, Presbyterian, Church of Christ and Episcopalian. She always had two meats and every veggie that 
grows.  

Education?   Graduated from Lincoln County High School, Fayetteville, majoring in school newspaper, 
homecoming floats, staging fundraising events, etc. I’m not sure how to phrase this, but was President of The 
Gay Teens, a girls sorority – and “gay” meant HAPPY!!!!! 

Attended Memphis State----1961-1964 Married the football hero, Walter Jarratt. We lived in the married 
student housing, where we played bridge before studying!!!! Had a baby every year I was there! Walter had 
received a football scholarship and that’s why we came to Memphis. 

The Home Front?  Married Walter (“Bubba) Jarratt.  Children:  Son, Jeff  (48), is an attorney; spouse: Terri 
Taylor Jarratt, teaches at PDS.  Grandchildren: Alex (16) and Brad (12).  Son, Chris (47), is an investment 
banker in Nashville, and is divorced. Grandchildren: Meg (15) and the late “J.P.” Jarratt (1996-2005).  Son, 
Rob (46), is Manager for Oakland, TN Domino’s; Spouse: Shellie.  Grandchildren: Collin 5, Julianna 2, and 
a “step” grandson: Konnor Burk. 

Previous jobs?  Worked part time for Sears as Teen Board, Fashion Coordinator and George Klein’s Dance 
Party promoting Sears.  After all three boys had left home for college, I went to work for The Peabody Hotel 
as a Catering Sales Manager. Retired in 1998. EWI members were some of our finest clients. 

Favorite pastime, hobbies, interests?    Needlepoint, Volunteer for Church Health Center, active in the 
Martha/Mary Caring Circle at Second Presbyterian, Reading, Former Chairman of Memphis City Beautiful 
Commission, Served on Easter Seal, Memphis Advertising Federation, March of Dimes, Sales and Marketing 
Association, Hotel Sales Assoc. and various other boards in the community. Was one of the “1000 Points of 
Light” in Memphis (Program of George H.W. Bush’s.) Have worked at the polls on election days.  A good 
40 minute power nap at least 3 days a week. 

Most influential person in your life?   �  other than family �  and why?  So many, the entire town of 
Fayetteville, my minister, my best friend who kept me on the right track. She continues to call me “½  

Mischief and ½ Missionary”. The leaders of Girls State, the counselors of so many summer camps and my 
elementary principal, Ralph Askins. He held daily chapel and taught us love of country, honesty, 
achievement, relationship with God, good citizenship, etc. 

What is your favorite (recent) movie or book?  Since Walter has become so disabled with spinal stenosis, we 
got him a lapdog. I am doing a deep study of Shih Tzu’z for Dummies!!!!   Also,the Tony Dungy story and 
every now and then a good “political –who-dunit” 
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GETTING TO KNOW YOU… (Continued) 

 

PEACHIE BAILEY … Where were you born? Right here in River City at St. Joseph Hospital which has 
been torn down and St. Jude built on the property.  

What did your parents do? My mother was a homemaker and my daddy worked for Memphis Steam 
Laundry as a route man. 

 Do you have brothers or sisters? I have two older twisted sisters; Betty the oldest, and Myrtle the middle 
sister. Both are my children now. 

What is your favorite childhood memory? Life was good as a child and I realize it more and more every 
day; it will never be the same again! 

Education? �Graduated from Humes High School and have 36 hours toward a BS in Business. 

The Home Front?  Single – they don’t make’em like my daddy anymore!! 

Previous jobs? Are you kidding? After I retired from City of Memphis I went where the money was. 

Favorite pastime, hobbies, interests? I love to love my Mullie (pet) and play golf. 

Most influential person in your life �  other than family �  and why? I assume you mean mortal man and 
not the Lord.  I am fortunate enough to have several people in my life that have left their imprint on my heart 
and my mind. It would be hard to narrow it to just one. I had a pastor many years ago the Lord used to 
humble me and save my soul.  I had a high school teacher that was a genuine person and cared for all her 
students and taught by example. I had a boss that made a huge impact on my life and opened lots of doors to 
me. I had the best momma and daddy possible. My EWI friends are right up there at the top.    

What is your favorite (recent) movie or book?  Women 
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Anna Hough 
Captivating Interiors 
755-1501 
anna@houghfamily.com 
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Martye Slayton 
Kemmons Wilson Companies 
328-5051 
mslayton@kwilson.com 
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Mary Filipiak 
Mid-American Specialties 
786-6160 
maryf@midamericanspecialties.com 
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Lisa Forrest 
Ernst & Young, LLP 
528-7545 
lisa.forrest@ey.com 
 

 

 
	��(���%	��(���%	��(���%	��(���%/ ///�%�%�%�%////���	���	���	���	� ���
Barbara Taylor 
FedEx Express 
434-4444 
bftaylor@fedex.com 
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Jackie Hicks 
Hicks Convention Services 
& Special Events   272-1171 
mrsjackiehicks@aol.com 
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Judy Thompson 
Rock Island Corporation 
529-5700 
jthompson@orgill.com 
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Paige Perkins 
Memphis Grizzlies 
205-1471 
pperkins@grizzlies.com 
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Annetta Vick 
Comerica Bank & Trust 
759-2224 
alvick@comerica.com 
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Henri Vaskin 
Deloitte Services LP 
322-6777 
hvaskin@deloitte.com 
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Carol Whitfield 
FedEx Corporation 
818-7243 
carol.whitfield@fedex.com 
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Martha Pallesen 
Pallesen Consulting Services, LLC 
362-3017 
pallesenn@cs.com 
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